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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

      

    2012 FLORIDA LEGISLATURE                January 20, 2012                                                             Issue 1 

State of the State? NopeéState of Denial 
 

On Tuesday, January 10th, Floridaôs so-called ñLetôs Get to Workò Governor kicked off the 2012 Legislative Session with the State of the State ad-

dress. With both the Senate and the House in attendance, and all the pomp and circumstance Floridaôs taxpayers could muster, Scottôs speech was 

light on reality but full of all the fluff and bumper sticker misleading rhetoric that has come to characterize his administration. There was NOTHING 

in his remarks that departed from the same tired old policies that have dominated Florida for the past thirteen years and created the current economic 

crisis. Here are some excerpts from the Governorôs address with the context needed to evaluate some of the ñcreative interpretationò he utilized for the 

speech.     

 

ñLast session, together we made the changes necessary to improve the opportunities for the citizens of our state. Education, pension and Medicaid 

reforms coupled with government reorganization and deregulation have all helped to produce jobs, save taxpayer money, improve the education of 

our children and bring down the cost of living for all Floridians.ò 

 

It is true that the Governor and his friends in the Legislature radically altered many critical programs and institutions of Floridaôs government.  Unfor-

tunately, those changes were driven solely by extreme ideological positions that have nothing to do with improving the delivery of critical state ser-

vices or the lives of Floridaôs working families.  Rick Scott and the leadership in both houses created the first income tax in the stateôs history, a tax 

that is only levied on about 650,000 of our firefighters, teachers, law enforcement personnel and other public sector workers.  This 3% pay-cut is be-

ing forced on workers who have not received a pay raise in over 6 years and represent some of the lowest paid public sector workers in the nation 

(average income $18,000 annually).  Rick Scott claims that this was an effort to have public sector workers under Floridaôs Retirement System (FRS) 

make a contribution to their own retirement ,yet this almost $1 billion actually went to plug holes in the budget created by special interest tax breaks.  

This also represents a billion dollars taken out of our local economies.       

The Governor, with the support of Jeb Bush, also pushed through a Merit Pay system for teachers with no money appropriated to actually fund merit 

pay increases but eliminates many teacher certification qualifications and ties teacher pay, retention and evaluations to how students perform on many 

new, high-stakes standardized tests, tests that have not even been developed, much less evaluated.  Studentôs entire education will now center on per-

forming well on a single test and education enhancement activities will be eliminated.   

Here are some changes he didnôt mention: 

¶ $1.3 Billion in cuts to Medicaid 

¶ 4,500 state positions eliminated 

¶ 54% cut in unemployment benefits 

¶ $150 million raid on Transportation Trust Fund, eliminating 8,000 jobs 

¶ Increasing university tuition for the 6th year in a row 

 

What didnôt change was over $5 billion in special tax breaks for big businesses and wealthy individuals.  In fact, his budget even included another $30 

million cut in our already ñSwiss cheeseò like corporate income tax.   

 

ñThe joy is in living in this most special place; living in Florida. It's a place of sunshine, and beaches, and cities that pulse with energy and light. It's 

a place where clear rivers flow to blue oceans, and a place where bold people come to build their dreams.ò 

 

Rick Scott has had a personal campaign against the Environmental Protection Agency and has completely disseminated our clean water regulations; to 

say our environment is still in pristine shape is disingenuous and insulting to Floridians that want clean drinking water and protection for places like 

the Everglades (where Rick Scott wants to drill for oil).  In fact, Rick Scott and the Legislature repealed Floridaôs successful 1985 Growth Manage-

ment Law and reduced the funding for Everglades Restoration from a high of $200 million down to a new low of $30 million.     

ñIn the past year, Floridians, not government, created almost 135,000 new private sector jobs. We netted more than 120,000 total jobs in the first 11 

months of 2011, the third-most of any state in the nation. In Florida, those new jobs produced the second-largest drop in unemployment in the coun-

try.ò 

 

In his speech, Scott took credit for creating jobs while not mentioning the thousands of Floridians he has left without work or his destruction of our 

unemployment insurance system to give his corporate buddies a tax break.  While Scott likes to call himself the ñjobs governor,ò his job creation rec-

ord is anemic at best and is far below what should be expected for normal growth even though his campaign promise was to create 700,000 new jobs 

ON TOP of normal growth.   

 
Continued on Page 3 
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Does putting public safety into the hands of lobbyists 

and for-profit companies really sound like a good idea? 

 
Privatization has always been a favorite topic for the Florida Legislature, however in 2012 they are taking it to a whole new level 

of outrageousness. Two bills, SB 2038 and SB 2036, are being rushed through by Governor Rick Scott and his cronies in the Leg-

islature, both are equally destructive in their scope and their ramifications for the state. Both bills would eliminate thousands of 

jobs, provide tax-funded contracts to private companies and eliminate accountability for how these private companies are 

run in Florida.   
The first of the two job killing privatization bills is SB 7170. This legislation aims to allow any government agency the ability to 

privatize any part of their department or service without substantive review, deliberation, cost benefit analysis or public 

input and would undermine public accountability and oversight of the state tax dollars. Yes, you read that correctly, the state can 

sign a deal with a private company, outsource the work, and not have to tell the public about it until after they are on the jobsite.  

The other bill focuses solely on our correctional institutions.  SB 7172 is the complete surrender of the state correctional system to 

private companies making our criminal justice system a for-profit money making venture. SB 7172 is a giveaway to private prison 

companies at taxpayer expense that threatens community safety. The same companies who are pushing SB 7170 and SB 7172 

gave huge campaign contributions to politicians and allies in Tallahassee.  This is a clear attempt to return the favor by putting 

your familyôs safety at risk so private contractors can make huge profits off of your tax dollars. Good paying jobs will be lost, 

small businesses will be closed, small town Florida will be decimated. Most importantly, the safety of our communities is at risk. 

Private prisons have a history of poorly trained personnel and increased incidents of prison violence and escapes. Both bills leave 

taxpayers on the hook with little accountability or oversight to who is awarded the contracts and how they administer their facili-

ties. Both bills risk public safety by turning over prison security to the lowest bidder without any Governmental regulation or 

oversight!  

On Wednesday afternoon in the Senate Rules committee, Labor joined by community activists, took to the stand to oppose two 

bills that look to eliminate any oversight or accountability when it comes to privatization. Judith Greene, who is a Justice Policy 

Analyst for Justice Strategies based in New York City, provided testimony to the Senate Rules 

Committee. Greene explained how private prison managers are driven by requirements to con-

stantly lower operational costs while maximizing profits; this means the lowering of wages and 

benefits for all staff, which would led to higher turnover rates and inexperienced staff to handle 

the job of professionals.  Green stated how Federal researchers have, ñdocumented much higher 

rates of escapes from private prisonsò. The Rules Committee voted with objection from two Sena-

tors to move these two privatization bills to the committee process. However, the two bills are 

moving fast through the process in the hope that few people will pay attention prior to their 

passing. It is up to all of us to raise our voices in objection to these bills because once 

they are passed we wonôt be able to have any say in what services and agencies will be 

privatized!   

²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ [ƻōōȅ /ƻǊǇǎ  
wŜƅŜŎǝƻƴǎ 

 
ά!ƊŜǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ 
ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǎ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ Řƛǎπ
ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀũŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ L 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀπ
ǝǾŜǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ !ƊŜǊ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ 
ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ōŀŎƪǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  ŎƻƳπ
Ƴƻƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜŀŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎ 
ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΗ ά     
                  -/ƭŀȅ aŎbŜŀƭȅ L.9² слс  
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The Working Families Lobby Corps:  Stopping the War on Workers each 

and everyday of the 2012 Legislative Session! 
By Phyllis Garrett, Political and Legislative Coordinator  

 
¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ [ƻōōȅ /ƻǊǇǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ς ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƻƴŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ [ŜǧŜǊ /ŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎǝǾƛǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ L.9²Σ ht9L¦Σ !C¢Σ ¢ŜŀƳǎǘŜǊǎΣ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ CŜŘŜǊŀπ
ǝƻƴ ƻŦ [ŀōƻǊΣ L¦t!¢Σ /²!Σ ¦!Σ ¢²¦Σ ¦bL¢9-I9w9ΗΣ ŀƴ Cht9 ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ C!a¦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ άDƻƻŘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ {ǇƻǳǎŜǎέ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǊŀƴƪǎΦ Lƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ {ŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀŎǝǾƛǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŎǊŀǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ƻǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴǝ-ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇπ
ƛǘƻƭ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ [ƻōōȅ /ƻǊǇǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ [ŀōƻǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻōōȅ /ƻǊǇǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴπ
ǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¦!² ǊŜǝǊŜŜǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŬƎƘǘΗ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜǧŜǊ /ŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
ƻŦ aŀŎƘƛƴƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΗ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǳƴƛƻƴ ƳŜƳπ
ōŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎǝǾƛǎǘǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻǿƴǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎ 
ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ [ŀōƻǊΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ  ƴƻǿ ƛǎ 
ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜΦ  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ tƘȅƭƭƛǎ DŀǊǊŜǧ ŀǘ урл-ннп-сфнс ƻǊ ǇƎŀǊǊŜǧϪƅŀƅŎƛƻΦƻǊƎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƧƻƛƴΦ  
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ [ƻōōȅ /ƻǊǇǎ ƛƴ ŀŎǝƻƴ ōȅ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
CƭƻǊƛŘŀ !C[-/Lh ¸ƻǳ-¢ǳōŜ ǇŀƎŜ  όȅƻǳǘǳōŜΦŎƻƳκƅƻǊƛŘŀŀƅŎƛƻύ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ       
{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΦ  

State of the State (Continued from Page 1)  
ñWe must also improve the machinery by which government seeks to aid job creation. I've proposed greater accounta-

bility for our workforce boards so that tax money is not wasted and the purpose of those boards is fulfilled: to get peo-

ple jobs.ò 

The big change for our local workforce boards?  Diluting the decision making authority of our local boards by packing 

them with his own appointees who answer only to him!  Legislation is moving this session that gives the Governor al-

most absolute power over these local boards.   

ñI'm also asking you to require job training for those who are receiving unemployment checks. Every challenge creates 

opportunity. And time in-between jobs gives unemployed Floridians the opportunity to learn new 

skills.ò  

Rick Scott wants to mimic the anti-worker Georgia Works program that was passed last year by our 

neighbor to the North. This would require unemployed workers to work for free to get experience 

and training on jobs. However, once their free labor ends the worker is let go from their employer, 

allowing the Company to hire another unemployed worker for no wages whatsoever. We donôt 

need free labor in Florida, we need a real focus on job creation and punishing the victims of the 

economic collapse will not put Florida back to work.  

ñMy recommended budget includes $1 billion in new state funding for education. And I ask you to 

please consider that recommendation very carefully. On this point, I just cannot budge. I ask you 

again today to send me a budget that significantly increases state funding for education. This is the 

single most important decision we can make today for Florida's future.ò 

Gov. Rick Scottôs plan to increase public education funding by $1 billion is nothing more than Orwellian Double-Speak.  

Last year, Scott cut $542 in per-student funding for our schools.  His $1 billion pledge only restores about $100 of that 

massive cut and still would leave per-student spending at a whopping $800 less than 2007-08 levels!  Furthermore, Scott 

is getting this ñnewò funding by cutting Floridaôs Medicaid program, which coincidentally provides essential health care 

to hundreds of thousands of children in our state. So instead of helping Floridaôs children he is taking away their health 

care and putting less into education then what was there prior to him taking office.  The changes to Medicaid will make 

Florida look more like a Dickens novel than a 21st Century society.   

mailto:pgarrett@flaflcio.org
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Fight for Florida is back!  

And Just in Time for the 2012 

 Legislative Session! 
 

Fight For Florida is an online action hub for working Floridians fighting back against the assault on Floridaôs middle class by 

Gov. Scott and Tallahassee politicians. We work to organize people from all backgrounds and walks of life to take action in 

meaningful, effective ways that make a difference in the lives of all Floridians. Through online petitions, letter writing, call in 

campaigns, and other actions, we make the voices and interests of working people heard in the halls of power in Tallahassee and 

throughout the state. We are fighting for Floridaôs middle class, and we will be heard. 

On the web at: FightForFlorida.com or find us on Facebook by searching ñFight For Floridaò 

135 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Mike Williams  Brian Dempsey  

President  Secretary -Treasurer  

 Become an Online Activist     

Today!  
FL AFL-CIOôs Website: flaflcio.org 

FL AFL-CIOôs Facebook Page:  

Facebook.com/FloridaAFLCIO 

FL AFL-CIOôs Twitter Feed: 

@Florida_AFL_CIO                               

FL AFL-CIOôs  You-Tube Page: 

YouTube.com/Floridaaflcio 

 

If you were a lucky person that got this newsletter from 

someone else and would like to be added to our mailing list 

so you too can receive ñSolidarity in the Sunshineò, then 

please email or call  Joshua Anijar at  

janijar@flaflcio.org or 850-228-9841. Please title email 

ñSign-me upò and we will add you to our mailing list. 

mailto:janijar@flaflcio.org

